ADVANCE PLACEMENT ENGLISH
ENGL 2790
Instructor: Elijah Lewis
Email: Elijah.e.lewis@wmich.edu 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course introduces students to the greater world outside of their own. This English course is offered to senior students as another elective course or extra core course once they have successfully completed their required English courses for graduation. This class explores the world we live in using literature, discussions and external methods of learning (presentations, speakers, clips etc.) to develop a central question to the overall theme in the course.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
· Students in this class will be able to compare and contrast literary works with one another and with other external sources
· Develop their personal style of presenting to others in large group settings
· Learn to listen and develop their own arguments and thoughts 
· Develop a critical eye in analyzing text 
· Known how to formulate quality papers and learn how to do extensive research properly
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
The format of the class will be a combination of lectures, group discussion and possible guest films and occasional guest. Students are responsible for the assigned readings and homework that are expected to be read and prepared prior to the start of class. Because this class will often be a continuation of the prior class discussion its imperative that every student come prepared in order to have an intelligent in-depth conversation. 
There will be quizzes covering the films and books we read in class to check for understanding and to make sure the work is being done on your end. Your participation grade will be largely based on attendance and occasional notes you will be required to turn in as proof of reading the assigned reading. More information will be discussed in the latter part of the syllabus.
CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE
Once class begins all electronics devices are to be put away and not to be seen for the remainder of the class period. After a warning is given on the first offense and then any issues after that you will be asked to leave the class and will result in further disciplinary action. I will let you know when computers or other electronics may be brought to class and used. There are no hats, hoodies or scarfs unless for religious purposes to be worn to class. In order to be respected as professionals we must carry ourselves as such. If there is any questions or concern in this regard please you may speak to me independently. 
Due to the nature of this course, some of the material that we will be looking at may be unsettling. I do expect for everyone to be adults and open to various viewpoints outside of their own and willing to listen to your classmates will the up most respect. Any disrespectful comments or remarks to anyone in the class will not be tolerated and will be dealt with immediately. Our class is our community and everyone is allowed to have their opinions and voice and feel valued without having to worry about being put down by others in the room. 
PARTICIPATION/ATTENDENCE 
Participation/Attendance is a vital part of this course. Had been said its worth 25% of your final grade. Failure to attend class sessions will result in automatic grade deduction or failure of the course. Participation may include but not limited to notes that I will randomly have you turn in from either the readings or group discussions, as well as your valued input in the group. NO CHURCH MICE ALLOWED!! We all have been given a voice an I expect for you to use it.
 I understand that there may be unforeseen circumstances in life however due to the heavy interaction of this course there are no excused absences. If you miss a class when there is a major assignment due or class discussion you will earn a zero for that assignment. There are no make-ups for exams, papers or on major assignments unless pre-approved by me. Once class begins the door will be locked and not to be opened unless I give the okay. Anyone not in there seat once the class is in session will also be considered late.  


QUIZZES
Quizzes also play a pretty essential part to the course as it keeps us moving forward and on constantly track with what we are reading, watching, and learning. Quizzes makes up 15% of your final grade. Quizzes will not be open note and will be given at the beginning of class, so making sure you are on time will be in your best interest. Prior to the quiz the we will have discussed the material that will be covered on the quiz. The point of the quizzes act as a comprehensive check for understanding that will in turn help our discussions move smoothly.  Again, as previously mentioned there will be no make up quizzes if missed. 
PRESENTATION/SPEECHES
Mini speeches and presentations may be given periodically throughout the semester. The presentations/speeches are to get each student an opportunity to sharpen their skills and discuss and present topics that may be of interest to them. Each presentation will be set at 10 minutes and must follow a certain criterion that will be given upon a closer date of the assignment. This will be 5% added to your total grade. 
PROJECTS AND PAPERS
For me to evaluate your individual growth and comprehension. There will be papers during the semester to enhance your critical thinking skills and our writing. There will be reflection, compare and contrasting and character analysis papers based on a number of books and topics that we go over in class. 
For students who are more hands on, students can show their understanding by creating or preforming works of art to the rest of the class. There will be a criteria to make sure the project shows your basic understanding of the literary work of your choosing. Papers and Projects will be 15% of your total score.  Please be advised projects are not a substitute for the writing assignments.
FINAL EXAM
The final exam holds 20% of your final grade. It will consist of seven different writing prompts and you required to pick three and write about it more in-depth. Extra credit will be given for any additional prompts you write if accurate. There will be no partial credit for any of the extra writing prompts for it operates on a hit or miss basis. The final exam is not open book so you will be required to review your notes from pass readings and group conversations. The final will also have multiple choice questions that will cover everything that we have covered over the course of the semester. You will have the whole hour to complete the exam so we would need to get started right away. There will be no makeups for the final if missed under any circumstance.
	GRADE ASSIGNED
	Percentage Earned

	A
	93% -100%
	
	

	A-
	90% - 92%
	
	

	B+
	87% - 89%
	
	

	B
	83% - 86%
	
	

	B-
	80% - 82%
	
	

	C+
	77% - 79%
	
	

	C
	73% - 76%
	
	

	C-
	70% - 72%
	
	

	D+
	67% - 69%
	
	

	D
	63% - 66%
	
	

	D-
	60% - 62%
	
	

	E
	59% and Below
	
	



